Flying 15 winners, Chris Mason and Harley/

Cruse (Daryl Cross/Fotoaction picture)
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Flying 15

A fleet of only 16 Flying 15s faced the
starter at the Royal Queensland YS for the
Australian titles after 90-odd boats compet-
ed at the previous Australian and world
championships at Esperance in 1999,

Those who made the journey to
Queensland were well rewarded with idyllic
conditions on Waterloo Bay. On most days
a steady north-easterly blew across the bay
at 10 to 15 knots with two days experienc-
ing 20 to 25 knots of wind. L

A good contingent from the ACT was
present with the remainder of the fleet made
up of Queensland and Victorian sailors.
One Flying 15 stalwart, Ian Cleaver, again
travelled from Scotland to compete. ,

‘The overall winners were Chris Mason
and Harley Kruse who were consistent
while not achieving one first place.

Cleaver was second and Bill Shand third.
Graeme Dobson won the handicap trophy.

With close racing among the fleet the
ability to handle the chop on the bay became
the decider between winners and losers.

1, C.Mason/H Kruse (Vic), 2-3-2-2-2-5-2,13;
2, LCleaver/C.Owen (Great Britain), 3-4-4-1-3-1-
6, 16; 3, WShand/D Parish (Vic), 4-1-3-3-3-24,
16; 4, S Lidgett'T Wood (Vic), 1:56-4-1-6-3, 20;
5, A:Smith/K . Thumpkin (Qld), 6-2-1-6-6-3-5, 23;
6, N.Carew/P.Wilson (Vic), 17-7-5-5-4-4-1, 26;
7, P.Russell/P.Russell (ACT), 5-8-7-8-7-7-7, 41;
8, P.Forster/M.Roche (ACT), 7-6-8-7-9-8-12, 45;
9, C.Brown/N.Grime (ACT), 17-9-9-13-8-9-8,
56; 10, W.Matthews/P.Hall (QId), 9-11-12-9-13-
11-10, 62. :
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